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CLUB RADIO FREQUENCY 143.850Hz 

www.dhpc.org.uk March 2016 

The Dales Hang Gliding and Paragliding Club  

 I  hope I  can get to Otley from here in time for 

Barney Woodhead’s talk at the March club night 

at 8pm on 3rd March at the Horse and Farrier. 

http://www.dhpc.org.uk
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Martin Baxter 
CHAIRMAN’S CHAT – March 2016 

 

 
I’m afraid that the threat from Leeds/Bradford International Airport to impose a chunk of airspace over 
the southern Dales hasn’t gone away.  This morning I received the following message from the head of 
ATC (via our sailplane colleagues): 
 
 'We now have the volume of airspace and the Standard Instrument Departures and Standard Ter
 minal Arrival Routes, only yesterday we carried out a full review of the work and found some 
 slight issues. I should have the full set of proposals by 1 Mar  2016. I intend to give a presenta tion 
 at the next Regional Airspace User Working Group (RAUWG) and we will be out for formal consul
 tation May/June 2016. It’s our plan to formally request the change late in 2016 with the proposed 
 changes taking place in the winter of 2017/8.' 
 
The next meeting of RAUWG is on 11 May at RAF Leeming and I will be there. We will be given about 12 
weeks to respond to the formal consultation, and together with the BHPA and the BGA we’ll do every-
thing that we can to preserve free flying in the Dales. 

If you want to follow progress (or see what has happened so far) I’ll post any updates on the forum 
here. 

In the mean time, enjoy the remainder of this winter’s club nights, starting with Barney Woodhead on 
Thursday 3rd March, and also enjoy the opening days of the season—we are already getting flying re-
ports and photos on the website.  

Fly safely, 
Martin Baxter 
Chairman 

Photo:  Dennis Marston, Far Whitestones 18 Feb 2016 

We welcome new members  Marian Mawson and Nick Crownshaw.  May your flying with us be safe, often, and 

as good as we all want it to be! 

http://www.dhpc.org.uk/forum/viewtopic.php?f=23&t=1293&p=3817#p3817
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 If viewing this in Adobe: 

To view side by side pages: 

In Adobe Reader XI:   

View > Page Display. 

Select “Two Page View”  

Select “Show Cover Page  

in Two Page View”  

Uncheck “Show Gap Between Pages” 

This should work. Let me know if not!   

Tam 

Tam 

There is more detail on coaching with-

in the club on the website.   

Coaching days are always announced 
on the web site homepage and shout-
box 

Your Club Coaches are for using—so, use them! Don’t be shy, none of them have been known to bite, well not 

without extreme provocation anyway.   All the people below have volunteered to help new pilots / newcomers 

to the area—they WANT to help you. 

Club COACHES 

Anyone wishing to become a Club Coach should contact me directly for any advice or be proposed for training 

http://www.dhpc.org.uk/coaching
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Chris and Lynn Williams of "High 

Sierras" are offering guided para-

gliding, mountain biking, bird 

watching and trekking holidays. 

Staying in the quiet mountain vil-

lage of La Muela de Algodonales 

at the foot of Sierra de Lijar in 

Southern Spain. Come along for a 

paragliding holiday and if you 

wish take part in the other activi-

ties. We offer for these free if you 

are on a guided week. We special-

ise in small groups of around 4 to 

5 for a higher quality of service, XC guiding and retrieve, coaching including task setting, waypoints for 

circuit flights entering your flights into the UK league and all you need to set you up for the UK XC sea-

son. Discount for group bookings offer of £250 per person based on a minimum 4. With 15% off individual 

full price for club members only.   

5 Feb 2016 

GIN's main factory is one of the 124 South Korean companies 

located in Kaesong, North Korea.  Following North Korea's 

nuclear test and missile launch on the 6th of February, the 

South Korean government have decided to withdraw from 

the Kaesong Industrial Complex. On the 10th of February 

2016, without any choice or advance notice, the South Korea 

Unification Ministry temporarily shut down all the factory's 

activities, including the GIN factory, to stop this source of 

income for North Korea for potential use in their nuclear pro-

gram.  In response to this action, North Korea took the radi-

cal decision to permanently shutdown the Kaesong Industrial 

Complex. The permanent closure took effect on the 11th of 

February 2016. All the raw materials, machines and stock 

have been left behind, GIN says. They are not even allowed 

to cross the border again and pick up any of the equipment 

from the factory. This permanent closure affects all their 

production because GIN were producing the entire GIN prod-

uct line in the Kaesong factory. Fortunately, GIN will be able 

to use the full capacity of their own factory in China. Produc-

tion will start in the near future, GIN says. In the meantime 

he is in negotiations with the South Korean government for 

support or reimbursement. GIN apologizes in advance for 

the anticipated delivery delays and for the lack of precise 

information about the lead time of their new production.  

http://en.free.aero/
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Rosie Darwood 
Social Secretary—February Club Night Report 

Judging by the turnout for February’s social, ours was-
n't the only household glued to the screen for 10 days 
last July watching the X-Alps unfold. We were delighted 
that Steve Nash, the pilot in the only British team to 
compete, generously came and shared his experience 
with us first-hand. 

The bi-annual Red Bull X-Alps is billed as “the worlds 
toughest adventure race”  - or an opportunity to sell 
more Red Bull with some awesome footage and adven-
ture. The selected teams, with just two competitors in 
each, must get from Salzburg to Monaco (1000km+) on 
foot or by paraglider, without outside assistance, pass-
ing numerous “turnpoints” en-route. 
 
Steve explained to us various other aspects of the race 
- you must compete in daylight hours and submit two 
blogs and 5 minutes of media footage a day - this is a 
huge advert for Red Bull with a race built-in. Penalty 
points are awarded for airspace infringements or other 
aspects of the rules, including failed blog submissions. 
This year 32 teams competed and just 19 completed 

the course  - 5 were eliminated, 5 withdrew and 3 
(including Steve’s team) were still in the race. The win-
ner (for the fourth time!) Christen Maurer, completed 
it in 8 days and 4 hours. 
 
Steve has an extensive background in adventure racing 

as well as being a world-class pilot. Still the race took 
huge amounts of preparation, from nutrition advice 
(5000 calories a day!), to the daily physical training 
schedule, to flying preparation in the US and Europe to 
developing local knowledge for the area.  Its the second 
time Steve and Richard Bungay have competed, but 
they felt a lot more prepared this time. 
 
Tactics play a major role, from route choice to launch 
timing to rest time and so on. Steve emphasised the 
importance of the non-flying team member, who is al-
ways also an experienced pilot - Richard Bungay is no 
exception to this. Not only does the support crew drive 
the vehicle considerable distance over mountainous 
terrain, cook and provide general encouragement but 

Steve Nash - “How we nearly made it to Monaco” 
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they also help with navigational and tactical decisions, 
both in the air and at the beginning and end of the day. 
This helps take the mental strain off the pilot and allows 
them to concentrate on flying. 
 
Steve suffered a 6 hour penalty for an inadvertent incor-
rect route choice on the first day walk-in - one in fact 
shared by 80% of the competitors and eventually re-
duced to two hours. Richard chose not to tell him until 
the evening and let him focus on the days flying - anoth-
er vital demonstration of the teamwork involved. 
 
The flying itself was extremely challenging with competi-
tors pushing themselves to fly in conditions otherwise 
best avoided; this year the west wind was particularly 
strong. One athlete had to throw their reserve and land-
ed in a lake. Knowing when not to fly is clearly essential - 
Steve described landing one day when the risks were just 
too great. 
 
Perhaps one of the most memorable tales was that of 
Steve launching late afternoon on Le Tour glacier and 
experiencing a “waterfall” as the katabatic wind flushed 
him down to the valley below. Witnessed by his wife! He 
credited his experience of SIVs for the ability to stay 
calm in such situations. 
 
As in any cross-country, however much preparation you 
are able to do, there will be areas that are less familiar, 
here the non-European pilots are at a bit of a disad-
vantage. One evening Steve was stuck walking up a long 

valley when a car stopped and the girl said “my boy-
friends a paraglider pilot, he says good luck, and there’s 
a great launch on the far side of the mountain. The 
“great launch” turned out to be a rocky snowslope 
perched on the edge of a cliff - with no choice but to 
launch or walk back down to the valley below. 
 
 
There was some amazing highs, reaching 3500-4000m 
over the Dachstein, Steve had to remind himself he was 
in a race.  Then, not long after, in a scenario pilots can all 
too easily relate to, he was “literally kicking trees”. He 
emphasised the importance at this stage of just focusing 
on going up - and it worked. Here was an advantage for a 
UK pilot, knowing how to be patient and use light lift. 
 
There were lows too, when routes didn't work out, the 
weather didn't play ball, the vehicle broke down or eve-
rything seemed stacked against them. Did they ever feel 
like giving up? “Giving up?” Steve looked incredu-
lous…”No”. Physically he felt well up to the challenge, 
was fast on the ground and his endurance training paid 
off. 
 
Steve had just 178km to reach Monaco when the race 
ended  -  and was still going strong on the last day. He is 
justifiably proud of their achievement - and would love 
to compete again should the opportunity arise. At 53 he 
was the oldest competitor in the race, but clearly this did 
not hold him back. 
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At the end of the talk Steve showed us some of his kit - including a ridiculously flimsy looking harness - he did con-
fess to some anxiety when spiralling as to whether it could take the strain. However the kit is tested rigorously be-
fore the event - including repacking of all parachutes. With the development of more durable light weight wings 
and harnesses, and the increasing popularity of hike and fly, Steve feels this will become a much more mainstream 

market - where more of 
us can join in - if at a 
slightly different level. 
 
Thank you Steve for a 
fantastic talk - we wish 
you all the best for fu-
ture endeavours. 
 
In lieu of expenses 
there was opportunity 
to give to Steve’s pre-
ferred charity: Red Bull 
Wings for Life which 
supports research into 
spinal injuries. If you 
would like to make a 
donation the website 
address is 
www.wingsforlife.com. 
 
 
 

http://www.wingsforlife.com
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Safety should be your number one concern.  In the cool 

light of day it doesn’t much matter if you don’t go XC, or 

if you bomb out at the bottom of the hill, or even if you 

don’t get to fly; because, as long as you are alive and 

well, there is always another day. 

Last month’s club night saw about 25 members cram 

into the function room at the Horse and Farrier for an 

enthralling safety evening.  We were joined by about 

half a dozen pilots of light aircraft, sailplanes and heli-

copters.   

The General Aviation Safety Council (GASCo) is a charita-

ble organisation promoting aviation safety for all.  The 

BHPA makes an annual contribution so we are all mem-

bers.  Nils Jamieson, our Regional Safety Officer (and 

commercial 737 pilot) provided us with some fascinating 

insights into what causes accidents and what we can do 

to try to prevent them.  It’s the first time that GASCo 

have addressed a Hang gliding and Paragliding Club.  The 

‘standard’ presentation given to everyone in the GA 

community had some items that were less relevant (but 

January (!) Club night write up 

Following the excellent club night in early January, our Chairman burned the midnight oil and prepared a report on 

what had been said.  These military types don’t let go their habits easily.  Anyway, he did, and sent it off, before the 

deadline no less, to the Skywords production team for inclusion in the February magazine.  The Skywords produc-

tion team however were asleep on duty as usual, and  when they came around after their  shift, somehow over-

looked  the article for the February edition.   Your editor has now finished his extra parades and marching up and 

down the square practice, and is pleased to produce the article now, because it is a good read and important stuff. 
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still fascinating).  If more clubs sign up for similar eve-

nings they have promised to tailor the presentation 

more to our needs, but even without that Nils went 

away knowing a lot more about our activities: something 

that he will be able to pass on to other aviators.  Win-

win. 

Human Factors and Limitations 

A really important and interesting subject because the 

pilot is normally the one responsible for the accident.  

We talked about fitness to fly, but for me the big ‘take-

away’ was distraction.  Whilst flying in Annecy a few 

years ago I remember watching a reserve deployment.   

I was so mesmerised by the pilot landing in trees that I 

nearly caused a mid-air collision.  In the UK a very real 

danger for us is being distracted by instruments whilst 

ridge soaring.  Keep your eyes out of the cockpit please 

folks. 

Loss of Control 

Just like any other aircraft if we lose control at a critical 

stage of flight then it’s likely to result in tears.  Learn to 

identify your stall/spin point, do an SIV/Pilotage course, 

and make sure you know how to deploy your reserve.  

When it comes to regaining currency after a long layoff 

(like this winter!) make sure you get back into it slowly: 

familiar site, no new equipment, good conditions. 

Runway Excursions 

That’s got nothing to do with us, right?  Wrong!  Pilots 

who have flown in the Alps will recount stories of take-

offs that have trees on one side and a ski lift on the other 

(I chose the ski lift, but that’s another story!).  And whilst 

pilots of powered aircraft have it drilled into them that, if 

their approach isn’t right they should elect to ‘go 

around’ for another try; it rather emphasises the need 

for us to get it right first time, and if things don’t go to 

plan, to make an early call to switch to our chosen alter-

native.   

All aircraft are particularly vulnerable when ‘joining the 

circuit’ and, whether you are familiar with downwind 

and cross wind legs (generally abroad), or more than one 

pilot jockeying for position on final approach to a small 

landing field, you’ll understand this point.  

Controlled Flight into Terrain (CFIT) 

Perhaps the least relevant bit of the presentation since 

we don’t fly near the ground in poor visibility - do we?  

There isn’t much point in setting a Safety Altitude, be-

cause there isn’t much we can do to stay above it.  But a 

360 too close to the hill in a strengthening wind sounds 

more familiar.  As does the novice so mesmerised by the 

obstacle that he flies straight into it.   Nils was amused 

when I explained that all our XC flights end in CFIT. 

Airspace Infringements 

Have you seen the footage taken by a paraglider pilot on 

tow showing a light aircraft fly below him and within feet 

of the tow line?  It still makes me shudder to think about 

it.  And there are other similar ones within parachute 

drop zones. 

Other than the simple message to stay out of controlled 
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airspace, there isn’t much that we can do because we 

don’t have radios or transponders.  We saw a map of the 

recorded infringements around London last year.  Of the 

300+ infringements, most did not result in a compromise 

in safety.  In a number of cases ATC was able to de-

conflicted, often causing disruption to other traffic.  But 

there were 2 near misses and the fact that you could 

have been on the Ryanair flight that nearly hit a Cessna 

light aircraft rather focuses the mind.  It will only take 

one mid-air collision and the calls to restrict our activities 

will come thick and fast. 

Mid-air Collisions 

Have you ever noticed that if you look away from a dis-

tant glider that you have been watching, you struggle to 

catch sight of it again?  That’s down to foveal vision 

(another thing to thank Leonardo da Vinci for).  The most 

effective part of your vision (about 10 times better than 

the rest) is very small (about the size of a 10p piece at 

arm’s length).  So it’s vital to keep moving your head and 

eyes around if you are to acquire other aircraft.  And it 

doesn’t help that a converging aircraft appears station-

ery: something else that the human eye doesn’t pick up 

easily, especially if it’s behind one of your risers.  We saw 

a number of film clips of near misses including a hang 

glider/paraglider mid air collision.  Always maintain a 

good scan. 

We were also lucky enough to be joined by Flt Lt Neil 

Heaney, the Station Flight Safety Officer at RAF Linton-on

-Ouse.  He gave us a very interesting overview of the Tu-

cano aircraft and their operations.  Whilst you are legally 

entitled to enter their MATZ, it may not be the most sen-

sible decision that you ever made!  We talked a lot about 

low flying in the Dales and whilst the general principle is 

‘see and avoid’; their speed makes it very difficult for 

them to see us in time to do anything about it, and our 

airspeed makes it very difficult to avoid them.  The key 

lessons that came out were that if you see or hear them 

coming do some steep turns to make yourself more visi-

ble; and always use CANP if you are flying midweek.  

The Elephant in the Room 

Nils rounded off the evening by blowing up an inflatable 

elephant!  There were 2 points he was trying to make.  

The first is to identify your biggest weakness: the thing 

that you would be most worried about if you had a flying 

exam tomorrow morning (forward launches for me 

then!).  And then take steps to address it. 

The second point, the elephant in the room, was that 

even with 30 members present, only about 20% of the 

club had benefitted from the evening.  It’s more than 

likely that some of the other 80% represent the ‘accident 

waiting to happen’.  I hope that this article will reach at 

least some of the pilots who couldn’t make it, and have 

little doubt that we will be asking Nils to come back and 

conduct another safety evening next year.  
MB 



 

Skywords - March 2016  Page 11 

Safe Landings. 

Toby 

Paramotor Pilot Fined for Glastonbury Airspace Breach 

Photo Courtesy of Geoff Hall 
 
A man who used a paramotor to fly into last year’s Glastonbury Festival has been fined after he admitted 
breaching restricted airspace around the Somerset arts and music event. David Hoare, 59, of Somerton, Somer-
set, was seen by event managers flying over the festival’s Healing Field on the evening of Saturday 27 June 
2015. 
  
Airspace around the festival is restricted to protect the public. After landing his paramotor in an area known as 
the Sacred Space, Mr Hoare was apprehended by security personnel, before being handed over to the police. 
  
Appearing at Weston-Super-Mare Magistrates’ Court on Wednesday 27 January 2016, Mr Hoare pleaded guilty 
to one count of flying within Glastonbury Festival’s restricted airspace. The court heard Mr Hoare had a previ-
ous conviction for an identical offence in 2010.  
  
He was fined £400 and ordered to pay costs of £160 to the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), which brought 
the prosecution.  
 
The CAA said it was determined to take action whenever necessary to protect members of the public, includ-
ing prosecuting those responsible for flying into restricted airspace. 

Extract from GASCo, Flight Safety Extra. 

5 Feb 2016 
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F abulous  F ebruary ... 
The season has taken off recently.  Dennis Marston’s cover photo from Ingleborough merely serves to  introduce 

the beautiful places we get to fly, as highlighted by  the following  photos from sites near you—all taken in February 

2016 
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Mam Tor 
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Extract from, BHPA Club bulletin. Feb 2016 

Martin Baxter 

New Podcast: Making Good Launch Decisions 

 

In this podcast Judith Mole examines how we make deci-

sions, what influences our decision making process and 

looks at ways we can make better decisions. Drawing on 

research from economics, psychology and  neuroscience, 

she explains how the brain works and applies good  gen-

eral advice to a flying context and gives you some tools 

to try to  help you make good decisions when it comes 

to being on launch and deciding whether to take off or 

not.  

The podcast covers topics like: 

 how to find people you can trust,  

 examining your current emotional  state,  

 brain responses to experts and sky gods  

as well as tips for  making good decisions when you are 

standing on take-off. Essential listening for new (and 

old!) pilots. 

You can listen to or download the podcast at 

www.theparaglider.com 

..hangies were out too! 

http://www.theparaglider.com/
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The Trophy Cabinet 

The Iain Fairbrother Trophy 

The Fairbrother Trophy is awarded to the Pilot’s Pilot as voted for by 

your committee. 

Dr Iain Fairbrother was a young hang glider pilot killed on Wether 

Fell in January 1994 after a failure of his Airwave K4 glider – sadly, 

he was not very high and did not have enough height to deploy his 

reserve. Following the wishes of his family a teak cross was erected 

on Wether Fell. Unfortunately this was later vandalised or fell down.  

It can still be seen from the air though, South from take off towards 

the road. 

Past winners include Trev Birkbeck, Dave Smart, Chris Fountain, 

Hamish Tsai, Dean Crosby and the current holder, Ed Cleasby. 

Awarded to the Pilot’s Pilot 
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This is an extract from the Swing safety notice.  Please visit the Swing website for the full notice, and instructions. 

Recently an incident occurred in Switzerland involving a Spitfire 2. While in use one splice of an A-Mainline at the Main-

line Lock turned loose. Thankfully the Pilot was unhurt. 

The subsequent check of the Mainline in question revealed that the safety-seam, fixing the splice, was missing. The job 

of a safety-seam is to prevent loosening the splice if the load is not sufficient. Under load the splice is inherently 

safe.We precautionary ask every pilot to visually check their Miniwing before next flight.  You need to check the pres-

ence of the black safety-seam on the splice with all lines. Miniwings which may be affected are the models “Spitfire” 

“Spitfire 2”, “Mirage” and “Hybrid” respectively. Serial number 50001–50208. 

Inspection Instruction 

Non-coated lines are usual spliced. 

At this juncture the open end of the line will be slid back into its own and create a line- eye. The solidness of the splice 

will be created because the line, based on its structure, will tighten around the slid-back end and hold it thereby. 

However, depending on its structure and material, a basic load will be required. 

To prevent  the slipping-out of the splice, while  experiencing low loads or alteration of loads, a safety-seam will be 

placed over half the length of the splice (see figure 1). This will fix the splice until it holds itself. 

 Please check the presence of the grey or black safety-seam. 

http://www.swing.de/safety-notices/articles/safety-note-miniwings.html
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Club Nights 
Club Nights take place on the first Thursday of the month.  

Up to this year they have run from September to April, with 

a break for the “summer” months.  There is usually some 

form of presentation / talk which are very useful, particu-

larly for newer pilots, but also for those more experienced 

who are still looking to move to the next level. 

These nights are great for meeting up with the rest of the 

club, getting to know your fellow pilots a bit better, finding 

out what’s been going on, and making plans etc.  For this 

reason, this year the club nights WILL CONTINUE 

THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER. Same time, same place.  

Our current home for Club Nights is the Horse and Farrier, 

in Otley, with a 7.30pm for 8pm start.  Quite few members 

like to meet for a sociable meal beforehand (6.30pm), all 

welcome. 

March Club night 

3 March . 7.30 for 8 pm 

Barney Woodhead 

"Getting high with a little help from my friends"   

We are delighted to welcome Barney sharing some of 

his flying tips— an ideal preparation for the cross-

country season. Barney is a record-breaking xc guru 

and is also well known as an entertaining and informa-

tive speaker.  This promises to be a lively and enjoya-

ble evening.  

April Club night 

7 April . 7.30 for 8 pm 

Alex “Colby” Colbeck 

"Flying Twisted—my intro to acro paragliding "   

In April we are lucky to have our very own Alex 'Colby' 

Colbeck to introduce us to the world of acro.. Hellies, 

tumbles, sats, this will be a fascinating insight into how 

you approach this daunting and spectacular discipline 

from a budding insider.  

http://www.markettowntaverns.co.uk/horse-and-farrier.asp?Tavern=Farrier&Section=Main
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DHPC Reserve Repack 2016 

12 March 2016 (11am – 3pm) 

St Marys School Menston, Leeds, LS29 6AE. 

Brilliant value, just £10 members, £15 non members 

When was the last time you checked your reserve?  Can you repack it if it 

accidentally falls out? Manufacturers recommend repacking your reserve at 

least every six months. Bill Morris from the BHPA is coming to do a reserve 

repack day with the Dales club. 

All welcome – paragliders, paramotors, speedwings, yes even hang gliders.  

No need to be a Dales Club pilot. 

To book email David May at dav.may@gmail.com or phone/text on 0792 831 

8219.  See details on the website under events. 

It’s worth the fee just to hear Bill speak! 

2016 Repack 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dhpc.org.uk/events/reserve-repack-2014
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Exam Success! 

Congratulations to David May, our Safety Officer, on achieving 

his Advanced Pilot rating. Congratulations also to Andy Smith 

and Tam (who he!?) on achieving their Pilot ratings 

..and finally 


